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Selecting Appropriate Safety Equipment for Machinery
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Recent amendments of laws and regulations relating to occupational safety, as well as the fact that workplace
injuries have not declined, have raised safety awareness in users and makers of machinery. Nevertheless,
because standards and regulations have become more complicated, and because technological advancements
have resulted in a great variety of available safety devices, we seldom see safeguards that are appropriate
from the viewpoint of safety and economy, and that are based on correctly understanding the situation by
determining what the real dangers and optimal protective measures are. Using actual case examples, we
discuss the concepts of “isolate and stop’ and “safety confirmation systems,” which are foundational for
machine safety, and explain how to deploy safety devices that are appropriate for the applications of the
machinery.
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